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SIMPLE PAST TENSE 

 
n 1) For certain past events with a certain 

time 
n Time expressions: 
n Last night/week, ….. ago, 1985, last friday, 
   last june, recently (a short time ago), 

yesterday (the other day), this morning/
season/year 
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n E.g. 
    I studied hard last night. 
    I did not watch Tv at all. 
 
 

10/5/18 Faisal Syafar 



n  2) With other past tenses 
n Past continuous tense, past perfect tense, 

past perfect continuous, present perfect 
tense + since 
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TIME CONJUCTIONS 
(LINKING WORDS)  

n When, by the time, after, before, until/till, 
as soon as, while, since, no sooner than, 
hardly/scarcely/barely when 
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WHEN 

n When + simple past > Simple past  
   When I went out, I saw him., 
n When + simple past > Past continuous  
    When I came into the class, the students 

were discussing. 
n When + simple past > Past perfect  
    When I came into the office, he had left. 
 
    
 
 
 
10/5/18 Faisal Syafar 



n When + simple past > Past perfect 
continuous 

   When I came home, they had been 
sleeping. 

n When + past perfect > Simpe past 
   When they had finished their homework, 

they went out. 
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n Note: Reduction> The subject must be the 
same. 

   When (I) got home, (I) ate something. 
   >Reduction is possible. 
n When (she) finished her essays, (I) checked 

her mistakes. 
  >No reduction. 
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n  In active sentences , we use ‘gerund’ in 
reduction. 

   When she finished the letter, she posted it. 
   When finishing the letter, she posted it. 
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n  In passive sentences, we use ‘V3’ in 
reduction. 

   When it is diagnosed at on cancer stage, 
cancer is not serious. 

   When diagnosed  at on cancer stage, cancer 
is not very serious. 

10/5/18 Faisal Syafar 



n Note: Alternatives to when> while 
   When she was in privary school, she was          

very hardworking. 
   While she was in privary school,……… 
   While in privary school, she was very 

hardworking. 
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n Reduction: If the sentence is in active 
form, they use ‘gerund’. 

   While he was having breakfast, he was 
reading newspaper. 

    While having breakfast, he was reading 
newspaper. 

10/5/18 Faisal Syafar 



n  If the sentence is passive form, we use 
‘being +V3/V3’. 

    While she was being given an operation, 
she had some problems. 

    While being given an operation, 
…………… 

    While given an operation, 
…………………. 
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AFTER 

 
n After + simple past > Simple past 
   After she ate dinner, she went out. 
n After + past perfect > Simple past     
   After I washed my hands, I ate my lunch.                
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BEFORE 

n Before + simple past > simple past 
   Before I went to bed, I had brushed my 

teeth. 
n Before + simple past > Past perfect 
   Before I went to bed, I had brushed my 

teeth. 
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AS SOON AS 

n As soon as + simple past/past perfect > 
Simple past 

   As soon as she got home, she phoned me. 
   As soon as he had finished this homework, 

he turned on Tv. 
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BY THE TIME 

n By the time + simple past >past perfect/
past perfect continuous 

   past continuous + already 
   simple past ( only for to be ) 
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n By the time I got home, the film had 
finished. 

n By the time I got home, my sister had been 
sleeping. 

n By the time I got home, my sister was 
already sleeping. 

n By the time I got home, the film was over. 
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Until/Till 

 
n Until + simple past > Simple past 
   Until I got there, the police looked after 

my nephew. 
n Until + past perfect > Simple past 
   Until he had finished his job, we waited for 

him. 
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NO SOONER _____ THAN 

n No sooner Past perfect than Simple past 
   No sooner had the small child stopped 

crying than he came. 
   No sooner had I received a letter from him 

than he came. 
   I had no sooner received a letter from him 

than he came. 
    

10/5/18 Faisal Syafar 



HARDLY_____ WHEN 

n Hardly Past perfect when Simple past  
   Hardly had I bought a present for her 

when she gave me a present. 
  (Inversion is not necessary when ‘hardly’ 

is used in sentences.) 
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PAST CONTINUOUS TENSE 

n 1) It happens in the past and it consists of 
a period of time. 

n When + simple past/past continuous> 
Past continuous/past tense 

n While + simple past/past continuous > 
Past continuous  

n By the time + simple past > Past 
continuous+already 
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PAST PERFECT TENSE 

n When + past perfect > Simple past 
n When + simple past > Past perfect 
n After + simple past/past perfect > Simple 

past 
n Before + Simple past > Past perfect/

Simple past 
n Until + simple past/past perfect > Simple 

past 
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n As soon as + simple past/past perfect > 
Simple past 

n By the time + simple past > Past perfect 
n No sooner Past perfect than Past simple 
n Hardly Past perfect when Past simple 
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PAST PERFECT CONTINUOUS 
TENSE 

n When I looked out, it had been snowing. 
   There was 50cm snow on the ground. 
n When I got there, he had been lying on the 

ground for a long time. 
  When I got there, he was lying on the 

ground. 
>First sentence is not past but other second 

is past. 
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       THANKS 
 FOR  ATTENTION      
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GRAMMAR: 
       VERB 
TENSES 

What, Why, and How? 
 

 
 
 



Verb Tenses 

Simple Tenses 
 

Present 

The present tense indicates that an action is taking place at the time you express it, or an action that occurs regularly. 
  

- We wear organic cotton shirts [an action taking place when it is expressed]. 
- I watch the documentary on PBS each Sunday night [an action that occurs regularly]. 

Past 

The past tense indicates that an action is completed and has already taken place. 
 
 - Martin Luther King, Jr. gave his most famous speech in 1963 [an action completed in the past]. 
 - As a girl, she wondered how her college degree would help her career [an action that occurred  
   once or many times in the past but did not extend to the present]. 

Future 

The future tense indicates that an action will or is likely to take place. 
 

- Later today I will rinse the dishes [a future action that will definitely occur]. 
- The defendant probably will plead innocent [a future action that is likely to occur]. 



Verb Tenses 

Perfect Tenses 
Perfect tenses designate actions that were or will be completed before other actions. You can form the perfect tenses 
with the appropriate tense form of the helping, or auxiliary, verb have plus the past participle. 

 
Present perfect 

The present tense indicates that an action is taking place at the time you express it, or an action that occurs regularly. 

              
   - We have worn organic cotton shirts [an action that began in the past and is finished at the present]. 
   - She has donated extensively to UNICEF [an action that began in the past and extends into the present]. 

Past perfect 

The past perfect tense indicates an action occurring before a certain time in the past. 
 

   - By 1995, Doctor Harvey had built the first artificial brain. 

Future perfect 

The future perfect tense indicates that an action will be finished by a certain time. 
 

   - By Thursday, the President will have apologized for his mistake. 



Verb Tenses Progressive Tenses 
The progressive tenses express continuing action. You can form them with the appropriate tense of the verb be plus the present 
participle. 

Present progressive 
The present progressive tense indicates that something is happening at the time you express it. 

                     - The worker is hammering, and her foreman is watching lazily.   

Past progressive 
The past progressive tense indicates two kinds of past action. 

                    - Poe’s writing was becoming increasingly bizarre and dark [a continuing action in the past]. 

           - The mob tackled Jean-Luc Goddard while he was introducing the film [an action occurring  
              at the same time in the past as another action]. 

Future progressive 
The future progressive tense indicates a continuing action in the future. 

                   - The government will be monitoring the phones in the lab. 

Present perfect progressive 
The present perfect progressive tense indicates action continuing from the past into the present and possibly into the future.          - The 
teacher has been grading since yesterday afternoon. 

Past perfect progressive 
The past perfect progressive tense indicates that a past action went on until another occurred. 

                    - Before her promotion, Nico had been working on restoring open space on campus. 

Future perfect progressive 
The future perfect progressive tense indicates that an action will continue until a certain future time. 

                    - On Tuesday I will have been working on this paper for six weeks. 



PRACTICE 

 

(Pause) 

                                                             Exercise 1 – Simple Past Tense 
                                        Fill in each blank with the correct past tense form of the verb provided. 

FRY  1. We ___________ the fish we caught in the lake. 
  
STUDY  2. All of us ________________ hard for the physics exam. 
  
CRY  3. Mary ______________ on his shoulder all through the movie. 
  
MARRY  4. She _______________ him on Tuesday and played slots that night. 
  
TRY  5. Fred ____________ to get in the concert by posing as a security guard. 
  
SHOP  6. I _______________ for all of my birthday presents at the art fair. 
  
ADMIT  7. No one __________________ that he was tired. 
  
PLAN  8. Marty and Isabel ________________ their marriage simply and loosely. 
  
TERRIFY 9. The fireworks __________________ the younger children. 



                                                             Exercise 1 – Simple Past Tense 
                                        Fill in each blank with the correct past tense form of the verb provided. 

 

ANSWERS 



PRACTICE 

 

(Pause) 

                                                             Exercise 2 – Simple Past Tense 
                                               
                                         In each of the following sentences, underline any verbs that should  
                                         have –ed or –d endings and supply the missing letters. Watch for time  
                                         expressions (last week, yesterday, years ago) that indicate past time. 

 
1.   The driver ask for the exact fare last week. 
 
2.   Oliver use to live in Berkeley when he was a college student. 
 
3.  Katerina studied all the time and so she graduate from college last year. 
 
4.  College students are suppose to attend every class meeting. 
 
5.  Last Sunday, Laura listen to the drummers in the park. 
 
6.  Until I started school, I work twenty hours per week and study the rest of the time. 
 
7.  Finally Gayle’s cat return home. 
 
8.  Several years ago I witness a crime and identify the criminal. 
 



                                                             Exercise 2 – Simple Past Tense 
                                               
                                         In each of the following sentences, underline any verbs that should  
                                         have –ed or –d endings and supply the missing letters. Watch for time  
                                         expressions (last week, yesterday, years ago) that indicate past time. 

 

ANSWERS 



PRACTICE 

 

(Pause) 

                                                             Exercise 3 – Perfect Tenses  
                                           Use the perfect tense to fill in the blank using the same  
                                               time period (past, present, future) as the sample. 

1.   Eric took piano lessons. 

     Eric ____________________ piano lessons since he was ten years old. 
 

2.  Tara raises as many children as she can. 

     Tara _______________ as many children as she can. 
 

3.  Bill, on the other hand, will join the Coast Guard. 

     Bill, on the other hand, ____________________ the Coast Guard. 
 

4.  Alyssa gives a drawing to each of her friends. 

     Alyssa ________________ a drawing to each of her friends. 
 

5.  Chickens pecked at bugs and fruit in the garden. 

     Chickens ____________________ at bugs and fruit in the garden. 
 

6.  Each egg will travel a thousand miles before it lands on her lap. 

     Each egg _____________________ a thousand miles before it lands on her lap. 
 

7.  The wings had plenty of room to spread. 

     The wings _____________ plenty of room to spread. 
 

8.  Madison collects the hay in the morning after breakfast. 

     Madison ____________________ the hay in the morning after breakfast. 



                                                             Exercise 3 – Perfect Tenses  
                                           Use the perfect tense to fill in the blank using the same  
                                               time period (past, present, future) as the sample. 

 

ANSWERS 



PRACTICE 

 

(Pause) 

                                                             Exercise 4 – Progressive Tenses  
                                             In the following sentences, change the simple tense verbs to   
                                             progressive tense verbs using the same time period (present, past,  
                                             future). Avoid the perfect tense for this exercise. 

1.  Ferdinand scoffed when his friends all left for college.  
     Ferdinand __________________ when his friends all left for college. 
 
2.  He enjoys his flowers, vegetables and herbs. 
     He ______________________ his flowers, vegetables and herbs. 
  
3.  The pumpkins ripened too long last year. 
     The pumpkins ____________________ too long last year. 
  
4.  His friends will call at the next holiday or break. 
     His friends ________________________ at the next holiday or break. 
  
5.  Ferdinand answers the phone saying “What?” 
     Ferdinand ______________________ the phone saying “What?” 
  
6.  He screened his calls last week to avoid bill collectors. 
     He ____________________ his calls last week to avoid bill collectors. 
  
7.  His money goes under his mattress until he needs it. 
     His money ___________________ under his mattress until he needs it. 
  
8.  He will go fishing next week if he gets his license. 
     He _______________________ next week if he gets his license. 
 



                                                             Exercise 4 – Progressive Tenses  
                                             In the following sentences, change the simple tense verbs to   
                                             progressive tense verbs using the same time period (present, past,  
                                             future). Avoid the perfect tense for this exercise. 

 

ANSWERS 



                                    

that concludes  
 

GRAMMAR: 
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Subject – Verb 
Agreement 

Why do subjects and verbs have to 
agree? After all, they are only words! 



What’s wrong with these sentences? 

n  There is too many pictures on the wall. 

Or this one? 
n  Everybody but Julio want to go home. 

Or this one? 
n  All the people wants to win the lottery. 

The subjects and verbs don’t agree! 
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How do we fix them? 

n  There are too many pictures on the wall. 

A plural subject goes with a plural verb. 
n  Everybody but Julio wants to go home. 

A singular subject goes with a singular verb. 
n  All the people plans to win the lottery. 

A plural subject goes with a plural verb. 

Now the subjects and verbs  agree! 
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To be correct, subjects and verbs must agree… 

They must agree in NUMBER: 
• Singular subjects go with singular verbs. 

• Everyone wants to win the lottery. 
• Plural subjects go with plural verbs. 

• All the players want to win the game. 
• Number is always about Singular & Plural 
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What causes problems with S/V agreement? 
n  Words between the subject and the verb: 

 The shoes in the closet needs to be shined. 
In the closet is a prepositional phrase between  the subject shoes 

and the verb need. 
To be correct, the verb should be: need with no “s” 

 The shoes in the closet need to be shined. 
 

Common Prepositions 

about before during inside over 

above below except in through 

across beside for of  to 

around between from off  under 

at by in on with 
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Verb before the subject… 
n  Inside the garage are the shovel. 
n  Across the border is Reynosa and 

Progresso. 
n  Where is the instructions for the X-

Box? 
Shouldn’t they be…? 

• Inside the garage is the shovel. 
• Across the border are Reynosa and   
Progresso. 
• Where are the instructions for the X-
Box? 
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Indefinite Pronouns 
[-0ne words] [-body words] [-thing words] 

one nobody nothing each 

anyone anybody anything neither 

everyone everybody everything either 

someone somebody something 

All of  these indefinite pronouns are singular 

Nobody have a clue about what they are doing. (should be has) 

Everything are ready for the party. (should be is) 

Neither Fred, nor Ed, nor Ted know the way. (should be knows) 

All and both, however, are plural 

All of  them wants to go. (should be want) 
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Compound Subjects 
n  Subjects joined by and usually take a plural verb. 

 Diet and exercise is ways to be healthy. (should be are) 
 Ambition and luck was Juan’s keys to success. (should 
be were) 

Who, Which and That 
If  they stand for singular words, who, which and that 
take singular verbs: 

Rebecca is a person who are very private. (should be is) 

If  they stand for plural words, who, which and that take 
plural verbs: 

Joel is one of  those people who is very private. (should be are) 
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COMPOUND SUBJECTS 

When one part of a compound subject is singular and 
the other is plural, we use the one closest to the verb 
to determine the number. 

For example-   
  Both the Smiths and Margaret was at the party. 

 
or alternatively….   

  Both Margaret and the Smiths were at the party. 
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General Rules for checking subject / verb agreement 

n  When you are trying to see if the subject and verb agree, 
leave out the part you don’t need: 
 Everyone in the contest want to win. 
 Everyone want to win. [wrong!: should be wants] 

n  Now put the part back: 

 Everyone in the contest wants to win. 
n  Say the sentence to yourself out loud, if it doesn’t sound 

right, there is a very good chance it is not right. 
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One More Thing: Tense Agreement 

n  Tense is all about time. 
n  Usually we write in the Past tense. 
n  The Present and Future are fine, but 

once you start in a tense, STAY there! 
n  “Yesterday we decided that tomorrow 

we will go shopping” is correct. (Past & 
Future together) 

n  “We went to the store and buy food.” is 
not correct. (Past & Present together) It 
should be bought not buy. 
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