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Present Perfect Tense 

or the most confusing tense you have 
ever tried to understand ! 
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What do you need 
 the Present Perfect for ? 

•  to tell what you have done recently/ lately. 
•  to tell what you have just or already done. 
•  to tell what you have never/ ever done. 
•  to tell what you have done so far/ up to now. 
•  to tell what you have done today/ this week/ 

this month/ this year. 
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What is so confusing about it ? 

•  It can describe either     
present or past 
activities ! 

•  There is no similar 
grammatical item in 
Polish ! 
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How can you form  
the Present Perfect? 

Positive
sentence

I, you, we , they,      have done
he, she, it,             has worked

Negative
sentence

I, you, we , they,   haven’t done
he, she, it,          hasn’t worked

Question Have   I, you,we, they,     done?
Has    he, she, it          worked?
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Why don’t you try some 
exercises? 
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Choose the correct answer. 

•  Peter ........never 
watched  „Maja bee”. 

•  A) had 
•  B) have 
•  C) has 
•  D) none of these 

•  Peter ........ has 
never watched 
„Maja Bee”. 

•  Congratulations! 
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How about this? 

•  Lidka hasn’t ........to 
Majorka yet. 

•  A) had 
•  B) seen 
•  C) drove 
•  D) none of these 

•  None of these 
•  Lidka hasn’t been 

to Majorka . 
•  Precisely! 
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Try the next question. 

•  ....you ever smoked? 
•  A) has 
•  B) do 
•  C) have 
•  D) none of these 

•  Have you ever 
smoked? 

•  Good! 
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Choose the correct answer again. 

•  She hasn’t ..........the 
dinner already. 

•  A) cooks 
•  B) cooked 
•  C) make 
•  D) none of these 

•  She hasn’t cooked 
the dinner already  

•  Very well! 
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Can you do this one ? 

•  He hasn’t ........ a 
shower today. 

•  A) take 
•  B) took 
•  C) taked 
•  D) none of these 

•  None of these 
•  He hasn’t taken a 

shower today. 

•  Well done! 
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Try this one ! 

•  ...........Joan 
ever...........a shark?  

•  A) has J. eat 
•  B) does J. eaten 
•  C) has J. eaten 
•  D) none of these 

•  Has Joan ever  
eaten a shark? 

•  Not bad! Keep on 
trying 
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Choose the correct answer one 
more time. 

•  She has ........ a man. 
•  A) never kiss  
•  B) ever kissed 
•  C) just kisses 
•  D) none of these 

•  None of these 
•  She  has never 

kissed a man. 

•  Of course, you are 
right ! 
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Choose the correct answer. 

•  ..........you ever ......... 
your head ? 

•  A) have..........lost 
•  B) do............lose 
•  C) did...........lose 
•  D) none of these 

•  Have you  ever lost 
your head ? 

•  Right again! 
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Choose the best answer again ! 

•  Tom and 
Arthur ........................
a dog so far. 

•  A) don’t buy 
•  B) hasn’t bought 
•  C) haven’t bought 
•  D) didn’t buy 

•  Tom and Arthur 
haven’t bought a dog 
so far. 

•  Excellent! 
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What’s the right answer now? 

 
•  .................Peter and 

Mat ............... abroad 
before? 

•  Has..............been 
•  Have............seen 
•  Have............been 
•  None of these 

•  Have Peter and  
Mat been abroad 
before ? 

•  You are absolutely 
right ! 
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Why don’t you  
test yourself again? 

•  What action can you describe with the 
Present Perfect? 

•  How do you form it ? 
•  What time expressions can you use 

with the Present Perfect? 
•  What’s the difference between the 

Present Perfect and the Simple Past ? 
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PRESENT PERFECT 
CONTINUOUS TENSE 

 



Present Perfect Continuous Tense 
 
 

Alternative Form: Sbj+have/has+verb+been+ing+obj 
      Exp: They have been studying for exactly three hours      

 
      Negative Form: Sbj+haven’t/hasn’t+verb+been+ing+obj 

Exp: She hasn’t been working since she came home 
 

    Interrogative Form: Have/has+sbj+been+verb+ing+obj 
   Exp: Has he been learning English since his childhood 



Is it an experience or a situation? 

Present Perfect 
•  For experience: 
1.  The students 

have learned how 
to use their 
computers. 

2.  They already 
have memorized 
their log-ins. 

Present Progressive 
•  For temporary 

events: 
1.  However, the 

students are 
learning 
vocabulary. 

2.  Therefore, they still 
are memorizing lots 
of new words.  Can you see the difference between 

experience and temporary events? 



Read the counter clock in the black box above.   
How many seconds has the counter been on?  
It __ on for ___ seconds. 



•  Present perfect is for 
experience: 

•  It is about how many 
times someone has 
done something: 

1.  She has cooked and 
cleaned all day. 

2.  We have met twice a 
week for two months. 

3.  The students have 
learned a lot this 
semester. 

•  Present progressive  is 
ongoing: 

•  It is about what is 
happening currently 
and temporarily: 

1.  How long have you 
been online? 

2.  I have been reading 
online for an hour. 

3.  The student has 
been reading a lot.

  
 



Can you use the right verb tense? 
1.  Where are the students 

go___? 
2.  How many years have 

you stud___? 
3.  When is Maria com___ 

to class? 
4.  How much have you 

prepare__ for the 
vocabulary quizzes? 

5.  After you finish 
college, what job are 
you go___ to do? Has Phillip had a good  

day at school? 



Can you use academic words? 

•  Words: administration, authority, 
consistent, indicate, and previous. 

1.  Are your quiz scores __ or not? 
2.  Does a president have much __? 
3.  Can you __ the meaning of core? 
4.  In which city was your __ home? 
5.  Which city has the __ of the US? 

Have you learned  
the vocabulary yet? 



FORM 
{has/have + been + present 
participle}	

•  Examples:	
•  You have been waiting here for two hours. 	
•  Have you been waiting here for two hours? 	

•  You have not been waiting here for two hours. 	



USE 1 Duration from the Past Until 
Now 	

•  We use the Present Perfect Continuous to 
show that something started in the past and 
has continued up until now. "For five 
minutes," "for two weeks," and "since 
Tuesday" are all durations which can be 
used with the Present Perfect Continuous. 	



Examples: 
	

•  They have been talking for the last hour.  
•  She has been working at that company for three 

years.  
•  What have you been doing for the last 30 

minutes?  
•  James has been teaching at the university since 

June.  
•  We have been waiting here for over two hours!  
•  Why has Nancy not been taking her medicine 

for the last three days? 



USE 2 Recently, Lately 	

•  You can also use the Present Perfect 
Continuous WITHOUT a duration such as 
"for two weeks." Without the duration, the 
tense has a more general meaning of 
"lately." We often use the words "lately" or 
"recently" to emphasize this meaning. 	



Examples	
•  Recently, I have been feeling really tired.  
•  She has been watching too much 

television lately.  
•  Have you been exercising lately?  
•  Mary has been feeling a little depressed.  
•  Lisa has not been practicing her English.  
•  What have you been doing?  



REMEMBER Non-Continuous Verbs/ 
Mixed Verbs 
	

•  It is important to remember that 
Non-Continuous Verbs cannot be used in 
any continuous tenses. Also, certain non-
continuous meanings for Mixed Verbs 
cannot be used in continuous tenses. Instead 
of using Present Perfect Continuous with 
these verbs, you must use Present Perfect.	



Examples: 
 

•  Sam has been having his car for 
two years. Not Correct  

•  Sam has had his car for two years. 
Correct  



PRESENT PERFECT  
simple and continuous 

We use the present perfect simple: 
 

a) To state a completed action … 
I have written a long letter to my friend. 

 
or 
 

b) To state quantity (how many) … 
I have written six letters this evening. 



PRESENT PERFECT  
simple and continuous 

We use the present perfect continuous: 
 

a) To state an action that is still happening … 
I have been writing letters all evening. 

 
or 
 

b) To state the length of time (how long) … 
I have been writing letters for three hours. 



PRESENT PERFECT  
simple 

To form the present perfect simple we use: 
 

S + have / has + Verb3  
 

eg:  
They have eaten breakfast. (completed) 

I have studied 2 English books. (how many) 



PRESENT PERFECT  
simple 

    Subject   + have/has +   verb3 

I’ve 
You’ve 

 

(have) 

He’s 
She’s 
It’s 

 
(has) 

We’ve 
They’ve 

 

(have) 

 
slept 
eaten 
walked 
jumped 
worked 



PRESENT PERFECT  
simple 

Some more examples: 

*She has spent all her money. 

*They have worked really hard this term. 

*I have just finished my homework. 

*It has stopped playing CDs. 

*He’s done all of the jobs. 

*We’ve been to Phuket before. 

*She’s lost all of her money. 



PRESENT PERFECT  
simple 

1)  She / cook / this morning / 2 cakes /.  

     She has cooked 2 cakes this morning. 

2)  We / go / not / Hatyai / . 

     We have not gone to Hatyai. 

3)  I / finish / just / my homework. 

     I have just finished my homework. 

4)  Raining / stop / it / ? / yet 

     Has it stopped raining yet? 



PRESENT PERFECT  
continuous 

For the present perfect continuous we use: 
 

S + have / has + been + Verb + ing  
 

eg:  
I have been eating breakfast for 10 minutes.          (not 

completed) 
I have been studying 2 English books for 4 weeks. (how 

many) 



PRESENT PERFECT  
continuous 

    Subject   + have/has +  been  +  verb + ing 

I’ve 
You’ve 

 
(have) 

He’s 
She’s 
It’s 

 
(has) 

We’ve 
They’ve 

 
(have) 

 
 
 
been 

 
sleeping 
eating 
walking 
jumping 
working 



PRESENT PERFECT  
continuous 

Present perfect continuous: 
 

We say: 
I have been waiting for five hours. 

 
We don’t say: 

I’m waiting for five hours. 



PRESENT PERFECT  
continuous 

1)  She has been spending all her money. 

2)  They have been working really hard this term. 

3)  I have been finishing my homework. 

4)  They have been playing CDs all day. 

5)  He’s been doing all of the jobs. 

6)  We’ve been driving for 3 hours. 

7)  She’s been losing her money in the casino. 



PRESENT PERFECT  
continuous 

1)  She / cook / this morning / .  

     She has been cooking this morning. 

2)  We / play / not / football / today / . 

     We have not been playing football today. 

3)  I / finish / just / my homework. 

     I have been finishing my homework. 

4)  rain / today / it / ? /  

     Has it been raining today? 



PRESENT PERFECT  
continuous 

Stative verbs: 

Some verbs do not normally have a continuous form. Here 
are the most common examples: 

be   hate   have   know   like   love   understand    

With these verbs we use the present perfect simple. 

We say: I’ve known him for 5 years. 

We don’t say: I’ve been knowing him for 5 years. 



PRESENT PERFECT  
simple and continuous 

THE END 
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Present Perfect Tense 
For/since, already/yet 
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Objectives 

•  To arouse the learning interests of the pupils 
•  Pupils know the usage of present prefect 

tense 
•  Pupils can master the use of present prefect 

tense 
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What is Present Perfect Tense? 

? 



48 

started in the past 

continued up to the present 

past present 
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I 

You 

We 

They 

have Past  
participle 
e.g. gone 
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He 

She 

It 

has 
Past  

participle 
e.g. gone 
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When do we use  
Present Perfect Tense? 
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yet 
already 

since 

for 
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Well Done! 
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She ____ already ________ three cups. has 

broken 

(break) 



55 

1.  _____ you _____ the  London Bridge yet? 

  

2.  I _______ ________   dinner yet. 

Have  seen 

haven’t finished 

(see) 

(not finish) 
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They _____ ______ in England since 1990. have lived 

(live) 



57 

We _______ _____Peter for two years. haven’t seen 

(not see) 
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Peter ____ just _________ 

the question. 

has answered 

(answer) 
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OPERATION 
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HOW TO WRITE & READ 
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QUESTION? 


